
Art Vocabulary 
 

Transferrable  Vocabulary Progression 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Artist          Pattern        
Control      Shape 
Design        Sketch 
Feature       Space 
Line             Texture 
Mix 
 

Abstract 
Composition 
Detail 
Inspired 
Material 
 
 
 

Convey         Purpose 
Dark              Refine     
Form             Shading 
Images          Smooth 
Light              Style 
Mark Making  Subject 
Observation   Tone 
 

Balanced   Print 
Contrast    Proportion 
Develop    Refine 
Elements  Shadow 
Evaluate   Theme 
Focal point 
Imagery 
Mixed media 
 

Analyse       Justify 
Annotate     Medium 
Atmosphere  Process 
Background 
Concept      Research 
Depth         Scale       
Display       Stimuli 
Foreground  
Influence  Technique 
 

Arrangement 
Audience 
Edit                 
Effect 
Emulate 
Horizon  
Impact 
Layout 
Monochromatic 
Perspective 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Topic Specific Vocabulary 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 
Au 

Drawing - 
Exploring Line 

and Shape 
Abstract,Collage, 
Curved, Dashed, 
Dotted, Portrait, 
Pressure, Straight, 
Wavy, Zigzag  
 
(Cross curricular: 
circle, rectangle, 
shape, side, 
square, triangle) 

Painting and mIxed 
Media - Life in 

Colour 
 
Surface 
 

​​  
​​  

 

Sculpture and 3D 
Abstract Shape and 

Space 
 

Abstract, Detail, 
Found objects, 
Negative Space, 
Positive Space, 
Sculptor, Structure 

 
(Cross Curricular: 

3D) 

Painting and Mixed 
Media 

Light and Dark 
 

Dabbing, Figurative, 
Landscape, Muted, 
Paint Wash, 
Photorealism, 
Pointillism, Still Life, 
Stippling, Vivid 
 

Sculpture and 3D 
Interactive 
Installation 

 

Cultural Revolution,  
Experience, 
Installation Art, 
Interactive, 
Performance Art, 
Props, Special 
Effects, Stencil 

 
 

Craft and Design 
Photo Opportunity 

 

Dada, Digital, Focus, 
Frame, Large Scale, 
Macro,Photorealistic, 
Saturation 



Art Vocabulary 

 
Sp 

Sculpture and 3D 
Paper Play 

Carving, 
Concertina,Mosaic
Overlap, Sculpture, 
Spiral, Zigzag 
 
(Cross Curricular: 
 cylinder, 3D) 

Craft and Design 
Map it Out 

Imaginary, Layer, 
Mobile Mosaic, 
Negative Print 
Making, Printing Tile, 
Relief, Stained Glass  
 
(Cross Curricular: 
2D, 3D, map, 
transparent) 

Drawing 
Developing 

Drawing Skills 
Digital art, Product, 
Purpose, Style 

(Cross Curricular: 
geometric, illustrator, 
organic) 

Drawing 
Exploring tone, 

texture and 
proportion 

Cross-hatching, 
Exaggerated, 
Illustrator, Impasto, 
Realistic, 
Unbalanced,  

Drawing 
Depth, emotion and 

movement 
Emotion, Expressive, 
Main subject, 
Printing plate,  

(Cross Curricular: 
Senses) 

Drawing 
Expressing Ideas 
Graffiti, Graffiti tag, 
Mural, One point, 
Street Art, Vanishing 
point,  

 
Su 

Painting and 
Mixed Media 

Colour Splash 
Blend,Concentric 
Circles,Hue, 
Kaleidoscope, 
Paint, Primary 
Colours, 
Secondary 
Colours, Shade, 
Silhouette 

 

Sculpture and 3D 
Clay Houses 

Ceramic, Flatten, 
Glaze, Pinch Pot, 
Roll, Score, Shape, 
Slip, Smooth, Thumb 
Pot 

Craft and Design  
Ancient Egyptian 

scrolls 
 

Audience, 
Imagery,Papyrus, 
Scroll, Scale, 
Sculpture, Zine 
 
(Cross curricular: 
Ancient, Civilisation, 
Egyptian, Pharaoh, 
Tomb) 

Craft and Design  
Fabric of Nature - 

Rainforests 
 

Batik, Craftspeople, 
Fabric, Manufacture,   
Mood board, 
Organic,Viewfinder,  
 
(Cross curricular: 
rainforest, 
symmetrical) 
 

Printing and Mixed 
Media Portraits 

 

Carbon paper, 
Collage, Continuous, 
Line Drawing, 
Monoprint, Paint 
Wash, 
Photomontage, Print 
Making, Self Portrait 

Sculpture and 3D 
Making Memories 

 

Embedded, Memory, 
Reflections, Relief 

 


