
Geography Vocabulary 
 

Transferable  Vocabulary Progression 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

City/Capital City 
Coast 
Globe 
Land Use 
Local Area 
Town 
Hot/cold 
Settlement 
Sea 
Map 
Key 
environment 
 

Compass 
Measurement 
Continent 
Ocean 
Compare 
Equator 
Climate 
Symbol 
North 
South 
East 
West 
 

Atlas 
Ordnance Survey, 
grid reference 
Topographical map  
Political Map 
North East 
North West 
South West 
South East 
 
 

Biome 
Hemisphere 
Time Zone 
Sustainability 
Vegetation (belts) 
 

Awareness 
Eco friendly 
Erosion 
Pollution 
Tourism 
Trade 

Debate 
Ethnic group 
Import 
Export 

 

 Topic Specific Vocabulary 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 
Au 

What can we see 
outside? 
 
Physical Features 
Human Features 
Like/dislike 
Directional 
Language (next to, 
in front of, behind 
etc) 
house 
Hear, see, smell 
School, forest 

What is Cheshunt 
like? 
 
Route 
Tourist 
Post Box 
Laura Trott 
Office 

How is London 
different to 
Cheshunt? 
 
transport links, 
factory 
Farm 
Aerial photographs 

How have people 
adapted to live near 
fault lines? 
 
Tectonic plates, 
tremors, 
earthquakes, layers 
of earth, fault lines, 
adaptations, 
Greenwich mean 
time, tsunami,  

How can an 
eco-friendly 
settlement be built in 
Iceland? 
 
Income, trade links, 
geothermal pool 

Why have 
settlements 
developed near 
rainforests? 
 
Rainforest, 
biodiversity, 
deciduous, 
temperate, desert, 
savannah, woodland, 
grassland, tundra, 
colonist, indigenous, 
nomadic, temperate 
dense, humid 

 
Sp 

What is the 
weather like? 
 

What is it like in 
Iceland? 
 

Can I use and follow 
maps and compass 
directions? 

How does the 
distance from the 
equator impace a 

What impact do we 
have on the world’s 

water? 

Should we import? 
 
Produce, agriculture, 



Geography Vocabulary 

United Kingdom, 
symbols, rainfall, 
weather, seasons 
temperature, 
windsock, rain 
gauge, 
thermometer 
 

 
 

country’s biome? 
 
Equator, vegetation, 
temperate forest, 
rainforest, tropic of 
Cancer, tropic of 
Capricorn, 
agriculture, arctic 
circle, antarctic 
circle, Naples, 
latitude, longitude 

 
Marine, meander, 
mouth, tributary, 

confluence, channel, 
oxbow lake, delta, 

floodplain, bed, 
Secchi disk 

Cross Curricular: 
Water cycle 

carbon footprint, 
negotiate, economic,  

 
Su 

Which UK Coast 
would I like to 
visit? 
 
England, Ireland, 
Scotland, Wales, 
flag, language, 
coast, valley, hill, 
river, sea, ocean 

Would I like to live in 
a Brazilian village? 
 
Rainforest, Amazon, 
Rio de Janiero, Sao 
Paulo, Christ the 
Redeemer, Brasilia 

Would I rather live in 
Cheshunt or the 
Icelandic mountain 
range? 
 
Tectonic plate 
boundary, tectonic 
plates, mountain 
range, seasonal, 
tourism, fold 
mountains, 
fault-block 
mountains, dome 
mountains 

Why do people live 
near volcanoes? 
 
Mount Vesuvius, 
tectonic plate, 
boundary, mountain 
range, layers, crust, 
eruption,, fault lines, 
adaptations, tremors 

Why would humans 
visit the coast? 
 
Marine, transport 
links, mouth, erosion, 
North Sea, Cliff 

What can I do to 
improve the 
sustainability of my 
local environment? 
 
Inhabit, indigenous,  

 


